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The Plant of the Year Program was initiated by the Wisconsin Nursery and Landscape Association to promote 
quality and underused plants to the public. Two categories were created to consider all plants:

- Woody Ornamental Plant of the Year, including deciduous trees, evergreens, vines, deciduous shrubs and shade trees
- Perennial of the Year, including herbaceous perennials, subshrubs, grasses, and ferns

 Zone: 2 to 5        Height: 40-80’        Spread: 15-30’        Full Sun

Larix laricina, commonly called tamarack, eastern larch, American larch or hack-
matack, is a deciduous conifer whose green needles turn a showy yellow in fall 
before falling to the ground as winter approaches. This is a tree of very cold cli-
mates, growing to the tree line across North America. It is native to boggy soils, 
wet poorly-drained woodlands and some moist upland soils primarily in the bo-
real forests from central Alaska, Yukon Territories and British Columbia to New-
foundland dipping south to Minnesota, Illinois and Pennsylvania. This is a medi-
um to large sized tree that typically grows to 40-60’ (less frequently to 80’) tall with 
an open pyramidal shape and horizontal branching. Slender green needles (to 1 
1/4” long) grow in brush-like clusters (up to 30 needles per cluster) which appear 
at the ends of short spur-like shoots spaced along the branches. Rounded cones 
(to 1”) mature to brown. Bark on mature trees is a scaly, reddish-brown.

Other deciduous conifers include dawn redwood (Metasequoia glyptostrobois-
es), bald cypress (Taxodium distichum) and ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba).

Zone: 4 to 7        Height: 0.5-1’        Spread: 2-3’        Part-Full Shade

Polygonatum is a genus containing about 60 species of rhizomatous 
spring-blooming, woodland perennials which range in height from 9” tall (P. hu-
mile) to 7’ tall (P. biflorum var. commutatum). Plants typically feature (1) erect to 
arching stems bearing alternate (sometimes opposite or whorled) leaves which 
often turn yellow in fall, (2) pendant, usually white, tubular, spring flowers which 
droop from the leaf axils, (3) spherical berries which mature to red or black, and 
(4) many-jointed horizontal rhizomes.

Upright-arching blue green stems rise from plant rhizomes to 12” tall in spring, 
each stem bearing an average of 14 alternate, conspicuously-veined, broad-ellip-
tic, blue-green leaves (each to 3” long). Tubular (6 fused tepals), greenish-white 
flowers (to 1” long) dangle in spring (May) from the upper leaf axils in pendant cy-
mose clusters (1-3 flowers per cluster) with up to 19 flowers per stem. Flowers are 
followed by pendulous, globose, green berries (each 3/8” diameter) which hang 
downward from the leaf axils. Berries ripen to blue-black in fall as the foliage turns 
a nicely contrasting golden yellow.

2002 
Woody: Hydrangea paniculata ‘Unique’  
Perennial: Phlox paniculata ‘David’
2003 
Woody: Syringa reticulata ‘Ivory Silk’  
Perennial: Solidago rugosa ‘Fireworks’
2004 
Woody: Amelanchier x grandiflora ‘Princess Diana’ 
Perennial: Polygonatum falcatum ‘Variegatum’
2005 
Woody: Ilex verticillata ‘Red Sprite’  
Perennial: Hosta ‘Patriot’
2006 
Woody: Crataegus viridis ‘Winter King’ 
Perennial: Panicum virgatum ‘Northwinds’ 
2007 
Woody: Malus ‘Louisa’ 
Perennial: Pulmonaria longifolia subsp. cevennensis

2008  
Woody: Cornus mas ‘Golden Glory’ 
Perennial: Amsonia ‘Blue Ice’
2009
Woody: Chionanthus virginicus ‘White Fringetree’ 
Perennial: Baptista australis ‘False Indigo’
2010 
Woody: Quercus muehlenbergii ‘Chinkapin Oak’ 
Perennial: Calmintha nepeta var. nepeta ‘Montrose White’
2011 
Woody: Acer miyabei ‘Morton’  
Perennial: Stachys monnieri ‘Hummelo’  
2012 
Woody: Malus sargentii ‘Select A’ Firebird® Crabapple 
Perennial: Allium angulosum’Summer Beauty’ Ornamental 
Onion

2013 
Woody: Pinus cembra cultivars - Swiss Stone Pine 
Perennial: Sisyrinchium angustifolium ‘Lucerne’ 
2014 
Woody: Spiraea betulifolia ‘Tor’ 
Perennial: Echinacea ‘CBG Cone 2’ 
2015 
Woody: Carpinus caroliniana 
Perennial: Penstemon ‘Dark Towers’ PP20013 
2016 
Woody: Picea omorika (Serbian Spruce)
Perennial: Chelone lyonii ‘Hot Lips’ 
2017 
Woody: Gymnocladus dioicus ‘Espresso’ 
Perennial: Intersectional (Itoh) hybrid Peonies
2018 
Woody: Physocarpus opulifolius ‘Donna May’ PP 22,634 
Perennial: Sporobolus heterolepis (Prairie Dropseed)

Larix laricina 
(Tamarack)

Polygonatum biflorum nanum ‘Prince Charming’ 
(Prince Charming Solomon’s Seal)

PREVIOUS PLANT of the YEAR SELECTIONS:


